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What is M issing M iddle Housing?
Missing Middle is a range of multi-unit or clustered housing types compatible in scale with single-family homes that help meet the growing demand for walkable urban living. These

types provide diverse housing options along a spectrum of affordability, including duplexes, fourplexes, and bungalow courts, to support walkable communities, locally-serving

retail, and public transportation options. Missing Middle Housing provides a solution to the mismatch between the available U.S. housing stock and shifting demographics

combined with the growing demand for walkability.

ñIf thereôs one thing Americans love, itôs choices: what to eat, where to work, who to vote for. But when it comes where we live or how to get

around, our choices can be limited. Many people of all ages would like to live in vibrant neighborhoods, downtowns, and Main Streetsðplaces

where jobs and shops lie within walking distanceðbut right now those places are in short supply. óMissing Middleô Housing provides more

housing choices. And when we have more choices, we create living, thriving neighborhoods for people and businesses.

MissingMiddleHousing.com will be a valuable resource for architects, planners, developers, elected officials, advocates, and community members

ðanyone working to build more great places for Americans.ò ð Lynn Richards, president and CEO of the Congress for the New Urbanism.

This website is designed to serve as a collective resource for planners and developers seeking to implement Missing Middle projects. You will find clear definitions of the types of

mid-density housing that are best for creating walkable neighborhoods, as well as information on the unifying characteristics of these building types. The website also offers

information on how to integrate Missing Middle Housing into existing neighborhoods, explains how to regulate these building types, and pin-points the market demographic that

demands them.

For Diverse Households
The 21st century ñhouseholdò no longer necessarily consists of a father, a mother, and two point five children. A greater number of

American households consist of older ñempty nestersò, millenials who are putting off traditional marriage and family longer than ever,

single parents, non-traditional families, and the physically handicapped who are able live independently thanks to modern technology.

For Diverse Lifestyles
Flexible working solutions, non-traditional higher learning options, a longer average lifespan leading to longer retirements, and the

need to reduce carbon dioxide emissions means that more and more, homebuyers and renters are seeking housing options that offer

a walkable lifestyle and access to public transportation.

For Diverse Incomes
The current demand for affordable small-footprint or attached housing in the U.S. exceeds supply by up to 35 million units. Most zoning

codes limit the types of housing that can be provided. Missing Middle housing types can meet the need for attractive, affordable, well-

built housing within the existing framework of many city codes.

 

For Walkable Neighborhoods

About
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Our award-winning team
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Our experience with comprehensive plans, 
codes, SEPA

ÁComprehensive plans ςincluding environment, land use, 
housing, transportation, utilities, community facilities, capital 
improvements programs (CIP) for Forks, Clyde Hill, Sultan, 
Duvall, Gig Harbor, Bonney Lake, Connell, Puyallup, among 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧ

ÁDevelopment regulations ςincluding Form-Based Code (FBC) 
for University Place and Kennewick, Unified Development 
Codes (UDC) for Blaine, Duvall, Des Moines, and Gig Harbor, 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧ

ÁSEPAςincluding programmatic, project-specific, and checklists 
for Kennewick, Arlington, Bainbridge Island, Fircrest, 
aŀǊȅǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ 5ǳǾŀƭƭΣ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧ

Á150 projects completed ςwith state and federal funding grant 
requirements



Our experience with HNA/HAPs
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Housing Needs Assessments (HNA)/Housing Action Plans (HAP)
ÁWŀƳŜǎǘƻǿƴ {ΩYƭŀƭƭŀƳ ¢ǊƛōŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ {ǘǳŘȅ ς2 awards

ÁColville Housing Action Plan

ÁWinthrop Housing Action Plan

ÁTwisp Housing Action Plan

ÁPoulsbo Housing Action Plan/Commercial Lands Study

ÁPort Angeles Housing Action Plan

ÁSequim Housing Action Plan & Update

ÁWhatcom County Housing Element - award

ÁYakima Consolidated Housing Plan

ÁBellingham/Whatcom County Housing Action Plan - award

ÁPort Townsend/Jefferson County Housing Action Plan
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Housing projects
ÁEcho Lake Mixed-Use Development ςwith YMCA

ÁTweedsmuir Close/Copper Hill Mixed-Use Development ςwith retail

ÁDelridge Neighborhood Plan ςCooper School Reuse Project

ÁLaConner Cultural Arts School - Artist Live-Work Housing

ÁFairview Elementary School Reuse Project ςArtist Live-Work 

Housing

Á12th Avenue Feasibility Study ςMissing Middle

Assisted housing projects ςJulie
ÁHousing Hope ςTwin Lakes Landing for Homeless Families

ÁSwinomish Tribal Community Multi-Function Group Home

ÁCasa Della BuonaForchettaSustainable Residence
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Lessons learned ςcritical components

ÁSolicit public opinions of housing conditions and needs

ÁInvolve stakeholders in assessments and solutions

ÁIncorporate innovative housing products ςΨƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΩ

ÁAllow innovative construction ςmanufactured, modular, 

container

ÁMake affordable housing solutions economically feasible

ÁMake affordable housing permanent ςusing land trusts

ÁRecruitinnovative and affordable niche housing developers

ÁDetermine voter priorities of HAP strategies and financing

ÁMeasure HAP implementation performance ςadapt where 

necessary



Pre-HAP scope checklist
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RCW 36.70.0760(2):

ÁInventory and analysis of existing and projected housing needs

ÁHousing needs of moderate, low, very low, and extremely low-income 
households

ÁEmergency, shelter, and supportive housing needs and strategies

ÁProvisions for innovative housing including άaƛǎǎƛƴƎ aƛŘŘƭŜέ

ÁAvailable land capacity w/appropriate zoning for all types of products

ÁDocumentation of program and actions needed to achieve results and 
prevent displacement and discrimination

ÁCoordinationwith other local and regional agency programs

HB 1220 and 2022 Legislature on-going agenda:

ÁAllow ADUs in single-family neighborhoods with standards, criteria

ÁVoid requirements for owner-occupancy, minimum sizes, et. al.

ÁProvisions for off-street parking within 0.4-mile of major transit stops

ÁAllow transitional or permanent supporting housing in residential 
zones
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